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The Estell Colony

Portrait of Daniel L. Risley
“Atlantic County’s New
Settlement,”

Pleasantville Weekly Press
(Pleasantville, NJ),
January 23, 1895.



In 1894, real estate agent and developer
Daniel L. Risley bought two large tracts
of land 1n Estell Manor (about 9,863
acres) from Rebecca Smith Estell and
her daughter Annie Estell Bourgeois with
a mortgage of $47,000 collectively.

Risley developed the land, sectioned it
into lots, and enticed hundreds of
families, mostly immigrants, to buy it.
Risley marketed what became known as
the Estell Colony as i1deal for farming,
calling 1t “the greatest agricultural
colony on earth.”



SEM

AUDITOR'S SALE

of Real Estate and
Personal Property

irtee Comer of Mo In e Sinde of Xow Jarwey, Dewing Dewrfag Luie the toeaty amd &y
il:i n::':.'&'m"“"' pesding wd mu‘-—hwh#ul-ﬂmﬂknﬁ

e detentant, fhre will b el w Public Vesdee

TAURSDAY, THE FRST DAY OF WAY, 1602

At one o'clock in the afterncon, at

the Hotel of Louis Ruehnle

IN THE CITY OF ATLANTIC CITY
® the il Coonts o e, u-u—-.w-—--a-uu-:

LB A PRI 3 ~

A

Auction advertising broadside,
Atlantic County, 1902.
Advertisement for the land Risley
had lost, posted in public places and
in newspapers throughout the county.
From the Rebecca Estell Bourgeois
Collection, Stockton University
Richard E. Bjork Library Special
Collections.



Tk

S\

throsg

SEF

AUDITOR'S SALE

of Real Estate and
Personal Property

vm o 0 aeder of the Dioont 0 e Comiy o Alant, bu e Sl of kn-smh.n-q»-l‘w
I’ - - nn--uu -:n.---d de e Anbreen Boarpeie v peerlfl wad Dumied L Kisky
o b obaal e

Tmsniv ME FRST DAY OF WAY, 1602

At one o'clock in the afternoon, at

the Hotel of Louis Ruehnle

IN THE CITY OF ATLANTIC CITY

PERSONAL PROP ERTY

e Wandoed shaws of The capiad wnch b dor Klabey Cwwntes Beblag & S ibien

Riviey, Shad
""m ,u-bou—lMy—-—lh-‘,«uﬂwwna—l—mu--mlhdk
.-n--—oa-.b—-m ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

A
-

TEE

In 1901 Risley failed to meet the
terms of the mortgages, namely to
pay off their balances within five
years. The mortgage holders, the
Estells, sought foreclosure.

Two suits were filed by Rebecca
Smith Estell, Annie Estell Bourgeois,
and Thomas Anderson Bourgeois for
Risley’s failure to repay the
mortgages that were held on the
thousands of acres Risley had sold.



Daniel Risley 1n an

article advertising the

Estell Colony land.

“Largest Agricultural Colony
in the United States,”
Pleasantville Weekly Press,

DANIEL L. RlSLEY

g o oL AR November 11, 1896
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In 1903, the American Hotel of
Mays Landing held one of the largest
sales of foreclosed property ever in
Atlantic County, New Jersey.

The Estell-Bourgeois family bought
back almost all of the land Risley
had lost.

Some of the settlers of the Estell
Colony were able to repurchase their

R A IR land. However, hundreds lost their
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their homes.




Burbridge Colony

General S. G. Burbridge, c. 1860
Photograph

U.S. National Archives,
Photographer Mathew Brady
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Spanning the years 1882-1883,

the Burbridge Colony of Estellville
remains a relatively forgotten and
short-lived piece of local history.

The colony, established by former
Civil War General S. G. Burbridge,
was formed as a community for
Jewish refugees to live in after
immigrating to the United States
from Russia.
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The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
BURBRIDGE COLONY (HIAS) in New York helped place Jewish
— refugees in Estellville with the guarantee
that they would thrive independently in
the area. The refugees were given a
fifteen-acre plot of land and the tools
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< necessary for their survival.
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General Burbridge, with his agricultural
experience, was entrusted with living at
~ the colony and overseeing the lives of the
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| colonists. They were expected to pay
back the sum of $600 to HIAS over
several years.
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Ruins of Burbridge Cemetery
Estell Manor Historical
Society, Inc., 2013




Life in Burbridge Colony did not go
smoothly for those living there. The land
turned out to be poor for farming, and a
drought in the summer of 1883 made it
nearly impossible to grow any crops.
Additionally, General Burbridge was not
present, as he had promised, and was
caught embezzling money meant for the
colonists. Due to this, many of the
refugees could not afford to pay HIAS
back and moved to large cities for work.
By December of 1883, Burbridge
Colony was nearly deserted by all of

1ts inhabitants.



