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This exhibition features watercolor paintings by artist Laura Bethmann, a published author, 
workshop leader, and avid gardener.  

To begin her watercolor paintings, Bethmann first returns to photographs she has taken of gardens 
she has visited. Using the photographs and sometimes even objects from nature as inspiration, 
she creates a detailed drawing which is then transferred to watercolor paper. She uses 
traditional watercolor techniques to create her work, often by applying multiple layers of fluid 
paint. As she proceeds, Bethmann begins to refer less to the physical objects and photos, and 
instead relies on her instinct as an artist and connection with her work. Each painting requires 
anywhere from 100 to 200 hours of work to complete.   

Bethmann is also well known for her nature print paintings. She describes her basic direct printing 
process as simple. Natural objects such as flowers, sticks, feathers, shells, rocks, and vegetables are 
inked or painted and then printed by hand or with the use of a press. Indirect printing is another 
process she sometimes uses and is similar to making a rubbing. Depending on the approach, the 
results of nature printing can be extremely detailed. 

The publication of her first book, Nature Printing, led to the development of her workshops about 
the joys of this ancient practice which, in turn, led to the publication of Hand Printing from Nature 
and co-authoring of Rustic Accents for Your Home.  

Laura Bethmann, Night Into Day, Tulips, watercolor 



After an autumn rain, when fallen 
leaves lie scattered about 
glistening in their rich saturated 
tones, I can barely contain my 
excitement.  Like most artists I’ve 
always been keenly aware of the 
shapes, colors and textures all 
around me, but it’s the mystery 
and magic of the natural world 
that brings me the fresh breezes of 
creative inspiration.  
– Laura Bethmann

Bethmann studied at the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts, Pratt Graphics Center, 
Syracuse University, Rutgers 
University, and Middlesex County 
College.  She has presented at 
botanical gardens, flower shows, national trade shows, museums, and many other organizations 
including: The Philadelphia Botanical Club; The Herb Society of America; The Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society; The Philadelphia Flower Show; The Academy of Natural Sciences; and The 
National Art Material Trade Association Convention. Her original watercolor paintings and nature 
print paintings are in many collections and have been exhibited in museums and galleries including 
the Monmouth Museum, Perkins Center for the Arts, New York State Museum, and The Noyes 
Museum of Art (Dendrology: The Nature of Trees, September 2012). 

For more information on Laura Bethmann and her artwork, be sure to visit: 
www.laurabethmann.com 

The Noyes Arts Garage of Stockton University:  

www.artsgarageac.com 609.626.3805 

The Noyes Museum of Art of Stockton University:  

www.noyesmuseum.org 609.626.3420 

Check us out on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Funding for the Noyes Museum of Art is provided in part by the NJ State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation. 

Laura Bethmann, Four Moons in the Garden, watercolor 
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